V~ VANTAGE

Welcome to Russia

The Russian character has been formed over centuries and ftraditions persist despite 70 years
of commumnism.
America and Russia Similarities
Both countries are multi-ethnic, continental, great powers, expansionist, tamed a wilderness,
and settled by a variety of diverse groups. Both regard themselves as chosen nations with a
messianic mission, destined to bring their own versions of enlightenment to less fortunate
people, They are both Nuclear powers. The countries both think BIG, are energetic and
inventive. The people appreciate casual, direct, and an often blunt way of speaking, and both
show heartfelt hospitality to visitors from abroad.
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The Cold North

Living for centuries in a very harsh climate explains the Russians' strength, their ability to
endure extreme hardship, and their bleak outlook on life. It also explains their patience and
submission. Climate has also contributed to a cautiousness they exhibit.

Distance and Isolation

Russia is a great distance from other centers of civilizations; for example, 3,000 miles from
Paris, a month's journey before railroads. It has only limited access to the sea, deterring
development of a mercantile tradition. Geography also has made Russia vulnerable to wars,
due to her lengthy borders which had no natural defenses. The Russian people see Russian
expansion as a consequence of victories over foreign invaders. America's commercial
experience and Russia's lack of a mercantile tradition have given the two countries different
world outlooks. Commerce is by its very nature conducive to compromise. Nations raised on it
instinctively seek a common ground for agreement, that exact point at which the other side
might be prepared to make a deal. Compromise is native to America, but not to Russia. The
oceans, moreover, have been bridges to America for cultures and ideas. The new has been
welcomed in America; the old has been revered in Russia.







